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News From Atlanta

Grand Opening Celebration

Nearly 130 Brazilians and guests filled the Pavilion at the Hyatt Regency Suites Northwest in Marietta, GA, to celebrate
the grand opening of Christian Church Brazilian, September 6. The vision for the church began over four years ago with

: a challenge from Wayne Long, who was then Executive Director
of the Mission, to the Christian churches in Atlanta to help start a
church to reach the over 30.000 Portuguese-speaking people who
live in their city.

Sérgio and Marcia Santos were called from Brazil to begin the
church. They arrived in the United States in May of 2008. They
studied English and prepared themselves to minister to the needs
! of the immigrant population.

» Beginning in a house in Kennesaw, GA, on March 6 of this year,

the attendance guickly outgrew that space. The church moved
“3 into two rented rooms at the hotel in Marietta, which is the center
of the Brazilian population in Atlanta. Beginning September 13, worship services will be held each Sunday at 11:00 a.m.
at the Brumby Elementary School, 1306 Powers Ferry Road SE, Marietta. One-third of the students in this school are
Brazilian.

The celebration included music by the Atlanta Brazilian Choir. Prayers for the church were offered by Pastor Dwayne
Dickson, First Christian Church, Mountain City, TN, and a member of the HCM Board of Directors; Pastor Jeff Bennett,
Christ's Church at Cobb. Kennesaw. GA: and Pastor Evaldo Femandes, Igreja de Cristo New York, and the President of
the Council of Brazilian Pastors in the United States. Pastor Edson Gouveia, Igreja de Cristo, Brasilia. DF, Brazil, led
those attending in communion. Sergio delivered a powerful message on the Biblical attributes of a church.

Other guests included Pastor and Mrs. Elias Pereira (Igreja de Cristo New York):
Francisco Leite of Carrollton, KY: Pastor and Mrs. Michael Smith (First Christian
Church, Smyma, GA), Pastor Dave Damron (Heritage Christian Church, Fayetteville,
GA): Carl and Naomi Bookout, Executive Director of HCM: Mrs. Beth Dickson and
children, and Reeves and Deanna Snyder of Mountain City, TN.

Accompanied by her husband, Rudy, Wilma Kruger, the chairperson of the Atlanta-
Rio de Janeiro Sister Cities Committee, brought a greeting to those present.

Vacation Bible School

A Partnership with Christian Churches from Tennessee

Fifteen adults and youth from First Christian Church, Mountain City, TN, went to Marietta, GA,
July 30-August 1 to hold a VBS for Brazilian children. In spite of the language barrier, 20 Por-
tuguese-speaking children. plus adults, came to the session held at Monkey Joe's. a local
pizza restaurant. Two men from Harmon's Chapel Christian Church in Shady Valley, TN,
came to Marietta a week before the VBS in order to help distribute publicity in neighborhoods.

1t was such a blessing to see the excitement of the beautiful Brazilian children as they arrived
for VBS. They listened intently to the Bible story and excitedly crossed the “Red Sea” we had
constructed. | feel a strong connection to our sister church in Atlanta. | pray the seeds planted
at VBS will blossom with the growth of the Atlanta church and these same children will grow
into strong Christians.” — Starla Brooks
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Pastors Sérgio Santos and < : :
Dwayne Dickson working with "It was so cool (and fun!) to be around the little kids and to interact with them, and then go to

chiigren their houses and eat and have fun.”" — Carolsue Billingsly

‘Bible School in Atlanta was one of the best church trips I've ever been on.” — Holly Adams

“All the people who came were nice. My favorite part was teaching all the little kids about Jesus.” — Rebecca Adams

Pastor Dickson says, “This was a great blessing to our church as many who would never have had an opportunity to
minister cross-culturally overseas were able to do so just 6 hours from home. The excitement that this created in our
church for missions both in the United States and abroad :
will enable our church to accomplish much more for the
kingdom than | would have imagined possible before this
event.”

HCM and Christian Church Brazilian are very thankful to
these churches who are helping reach out with the Gos-
pel to the immigrants who are in our country.







