
God always hears and answers—but not necessarily in the way we want.

EL SHADDAI CHRISTIAN CHURCH PURCHASES ACREAGE IN ORLANDO
Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails. Proverbs 19:21

“We’ve purchased the property on Hiawassee Road!” exclaimed 
Jose Fernandes, the Florida pastor, in the message left on my 
cell phone. 

February’s Prayer Update carried the headline “Needed, A Mir-
acle in Central Florida.” The article sketched out El Shaddai’s 
need for $670,000. The request was miracle-sized. It was a call 
for prayer and action.

The church prayed; Pastor Jose Ignacio prayed; Christians far 
and near brought the request before God. The Lord’s answer 
to the congregation’s need is not the original parcel on Con-
roy-Windemere Road, but a larger parcel with an asking price 
$200,000 less than the original property. It’s located in the same 
zip code. The papers were signed May 2. 

A grand cleanup day was planned to get the grounds and fa-
cilities ready for ministry. May 14, men from the Tomoka Beach 
Christian Church, Ormond Beach, and Northeast Christian 
Church in Kissimmee formed a clean up and construction team. 
Jose and the church prepared a real Brazilian “Churassco” or 
bar-b-que dinner. Later, reflecting on the men’s efforts Jose said, 

“I calculate these men gave us $10,000 worth of time.”

With El Shaddai in possession of the property, a new challenge 
arises for this young congregation. Funds must be raised to  
support Jose and Fatima. This dedicated couple serves the 
church without regular ministry support. They clean homes to 
make ends meet. The Lord’s work is done after hours and on 
week ends. In spite of these limitations the work has steadily 
grown. May 2005 completes the church’s 4th year of ministry. 

Churches and individuals are being contacted to raise pastoral 
support for Jose and Fatima. “I am certain that if Jose’s salary 
and ministerial expenses are underwritten, the church would be 
self-sustaining in four years” says Wayne Long, HCM’s Execu-
tive Director.

Paul writes, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every-
thing, by prayer and thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God.”(Philippians 4:6)  The property purchase by the El Shaddai 
Christian Church gives ample proof that God always hears and 
answers—but not necessarily in the way we want. 

Work group from Tomoka Christian Church, Ormond Beach, FL Dedication Prayer in new church building



NEW MISSION CHURCHES OPEN IN MASSACHUSETTS AND NEW HAMPSHIRE

PARTERSHIP FORMED FOR CROSS-CULTURAL CHURCH PLANTING KEYSTONE PROJECT

Allentown, PA. Effective evangelism of Hisportic peoples living 
in the greater Delaware River valley took a great step forward 
May 22. On that day, 67 people gathered at the Parkway Church 
of Christ in Allentown, Pennsylvania for the Keystone Project 
Mission Rally for the Pennsylvania Christian Churches in the 
area.  The gathering was organized to celebrate the partner-
ship of the Christian Evangelizing Association and the Hisportic 
Christian Mission for evangelism and church planting. The col-
laboration will be called the Keystone Project. 

When asked why CEA became involved in the Keystone Project, 
Roy Row, the Association’s President says, “It’s a no-brainer for 
three reasons: 1. We plant churches and that’s what Antonio 
and HCM are doing. 2. We see the demographic changes our 
region is undergoing. 3. We see Antonio’s positive ministry in 
Scranton and Allentown.”

About the partnership, Don Hamilton, Pastor at the Capital 
Area Christian Church in Mechanicsburg, PA, says, “Today the 
Kingdom will be built through strategic partnerships. I’m excited 
about joining with the Hisportic Christian Mission in this new en-
deavor.” 

Rick Blakeney, Pastor at Parkway, has been a continual source 
of encouragement for the new church. When he heard Antonio’s 
vision for evangelism and church planting in Allentown, he asked 
the church’s Elders to help. They agreed, and Parkway’s Church 
facilities were opened to the new group. 

Brockton, MA. Evangelists Paulo Tavares and Silas Pessoa 
are developing a new church in this large city south of Boston 
known as the “city of Champions”. Large numbers of Portuguese-
speaking Angolans, Brazilians, Cape Verdeans and Portuguese 
people live in the city. Noting this aspect of the areas’ makeup 
the new church’s name will be the International Christian Church 
and the grand opening is set for July 23rd..

Nadelio Campos, a Brazilian church member says...”This new 
church has everything it needs to go forward. If the group is 
united and works hard, great things will happen for the Lord.”

Lowell, MA. April 16 Moriah Christian Church, Nashua, NH, 
launched a new mission in this historic industrial city. Joao Altino 
(Junior) leads the ministry. Meetings are held in homes through-

out the week and at Abraham Lincoln School on Saturdays. 
There are about forty persons participating.  “Junior” as Altino is 
called is the son of a Minister in Rio de Janeiro. He attended and 
completed the Theological Course given by Ariosvaldo da Silva, 
pastor of Moriah Christian in Nashua. 

Manchester, NH. Attending worship in Nashua requires a thirty-
minute drive from Manchester, New Hampshire’s largest city. 
Christians attending Moriah’s services requested Pastor Ari-
osvaldo to extend the church’s ministry to their city. A Ministry 
Team led by Rodrigo Oliveira was commissioned to launch the 
new work which currently meets in homes.  The group hopes to 
obtain a meeting space by the end of June. Attendance for the 
group averages about twenty persons.

continued on next page...

Rick Blakeney, Anotonio Lima, Roy Row, and Wayne Long

Antonio and family greet visitors

So where does the Project go from here? The long range plan includes 3 more Hisportic church plants in Pennsylvania.  (Go to the 
HCM website for more photos of the event.)



Pastor Ariosvaldo is committed to equipping Christians for minis-
try. December 2004, 29 persons completed the basic theological 
course offered by the Moriah Christian Institute, a training min-
istry of the Church. Church growth takes place as new churches 
are opened.  His sons, Felipe and Andre are also training for 
ministry at Dallas Christian College, Dallas, TX and Johnson 
Bible College, Knoxville, TN. Looking ahead, he anticipates they 
too will open churches in Massachusetts and New Hampshire. 

About six years ago Ariosvaldo assumed the leadership of the 
Moriah Church. Then there were only six members, today there 
are well over 120 members and attendance averages between 
120 and 150 persons. 

Ariosvaldo and Junior at the keyboard at the leadership conference

HCM MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION

In a church planting movement, cooperation between leaders 
is essential. Mutual fellowship, visitation, prayer, encourage-
ment and sharing ideas require people to get together. Nelci 
Rodrigues, pastor of Bethel Christian Church, Leominster, MA, 
coordinates this work among the HCM pastors.  Because all 
the Hisportic churches are so scattered over 5 states, a 2 hour 
meeting is an all-day event.  And most of these men & women 
have secular jobs as well.  Nelci states, “I’m encouraged to see 
the fellowship and friendship between us growing.”

ASTORIA, NY UPDATE

New church planters need a lot of energy, patience, and a “can do” spirit. 
Marcelo de Lima, evangelist for Light of the World Christian Church is a 
great example of this. Locked gates and noise complaints from neighbors 
signaled the need for a new meeting place.  Bureaucratic “red tape” and 
three unproductive bank visits frustrated the opening of a badly needed 
bank account.

In the past several weeks Marcelo met these obstacles undergirded by 
prayer and his characteristic good humor. The results are positive...
• Today, the church meets in the San  Pablo United Methodist Church 
• A bank account is opened 
• Church attendance is in the 20s 
• Promotion visits have been made to area churches 

A joyful encounter in church visitation was when Flavio recognized Wayne 
from the Discovery Day project 2 years ago.  He works in a pizza shop 
and he and his wife are regular attendees of the new congregation.  The 
Light for the World Christian Church and pastor Marcelo de Lima are mov-

ing ahead, encouraged by the apostle Paul’s 
words—“He who began a good work in you will 
bring it to completion in the day of Christ.”

Jose Fernandes, FL; Wayne Long, Paulo Taveres, MA, 
and Clever Pinto, NH



PROGRESS IN GUINEA-BISSAU

BISSAU, Guinea-Bissau. Missionary Luciano Rodrigues, jointly sup-
ported by HCM, cooperating Hisportic churches and Churches of Christ 
in Brazil, reports progress in his evangelistic labors. Today, at the close 
of his second term of service, he sites the following achievements...
• A new church is established in Bissau, the West African nation’s
  capital, a center for education and industry and the country’s 
  largest city. 
• Forty-two persons were baptized in Cacheu where Luciano began
  his ministry. 
• Thirty persons completed a Theological Training Course this spring. 
Reflecting on the training, Luciano says, “Our prayer for them is that 
they will be fruitful in this land so destitute of the Gospel. The multiplica-
tion of workers is, without a doubt, a most important point in our church 
planting effort.”

Please remember 

in Prayer
• Missionary Luciano Rodrigues & family
  - Guinea Bissau.(on furlough in Brazil)
• Orlando, FL - Ministerial support for
  Jose Ignacio Fernandes Family.
• Brockton, MA - Inaugural Worship
  Service, July 23.

Praises

Frances Zimmerman
Dorothy O. Long

• El Shaddai Property Purchase, Orlando, FL
• New church plant leaders willing to serve in
  ministry

In Memoriam

THANK YOU FOR THE WONDERFUL RESPONSE

Many individuals and churches received a letter from the Mission in 
early May. The letter focused on a serious problem the Mission faced. 
Thirty-seven percent of April’s response was designated for special 
projects and funds. The General Fund did not receive enough money 
for the Treasurer to make payroll. A letter was written telling supporters 
of the need. The response was most encouraging!

The May Report shows that $13,200 was given toward the General 
Fund. This came from 72 donors. In all, the Mission’s receipts totaled 
$20,078 given by 117 donors. To all of you who contributed, a heartfelt 
“thank you and may God Bless You”.

NOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE ELECTRONICALLY

Check out the Mission’s web site www.hcm.org for up-to-date informa-
tion. Make sure your Missions Chairman is familiar with the site for de-
tailed HCM news and background information.  Many of the articles 
listed in the newsletters are posted with additional information. There 
are also photos not included in the printed version of the Prayer Update. 
HCM.org is maintained in English and Portuguese language sections.

Last year the number of “online transactions” in America surpassed 
paper checks for purchases.  HCM donations can also be made elec-
tronically. If you wish to make an online payment to the General Fund 
or a specific project, just go to hcm.org & click on the Pay Pal logo and 
follow the instructions. You will receive an “old fashioned” receipt just 
as you do now.

Your financial support is critical to church planting.  You can use the 
envelope provided.

Calendar of Events
July 23

Inaugural Worship Service/Grand Opening - 
International Christian Church, Brockton, MA.

August 5-6
Virginia Christian Celebration - 
Mechanicsville, VA

August 20
HCM Pastors Meeting - City Park, 
Fitchburg, MA

August 28
Annual Meeting - Astoria Project, San Pablo 
United Methodist Church, Long Island City, NY

September 7-10
Annual Meeting - Hisportic Christian Mission, 
Rockville, MD

September 16-17
Florida Christian Convention, Kissimmee, FL


