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Ariovaldo daSilva and Julio Dias broke new ground at the Mational Church Planters
Retreat when they addressed leaders from across the USA and Canada, Thay were
the first ethnic church planters to address the group. Each described the begin-
ning of their church plant by detailing challenges they overcame such as: finding
adequate meeting spaces, small groups, problems unique to immigrants such as
separation from family and cultural isclation, and working as bi-vocational pastors.

Today, the pastors reported, the situation is very different. Both churches are large
enough to support the pastors full time. Between them, there are 48 persans train-
ing for future leadership. 1 believe,” Pastor Aricsvalde said,” we will see future
ministers, missionaries and evangelists coming out of the Institute to serve wher-
ever the Lord calls them™.

Locking ahead, DaSilva and Dias called for individuals, churches and associations
to partner with them and the Mission to plant new churches, “Qur aim,” Julio
shared, “is to plant Hisportic or Portuguese-speaking churches in every significant
community where such people are found in America and beyond.” Ariosvaldo out-
lined the Moriah Christian Church plans to start a new church in nearby Lowell.
“Our church will underwrite 50% of the plant--the remainder needs to be raisad
fram interested individuals and churches”, he states.
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Marcelo X de Lima Installed
- Brooklyn, NY

Marcela X de Lima was installed as Missionary
Fastor for the Light for the World Christian
Church, Astoria MY September 12, 2004,
The event took place at the Greenpoint Church

of Christ. Marcelo's installation marks an
impartant milestone for the Astoria Project to
launch a Portuguese-language congregation in
Mew York City.

At the close of the service Amelia Dooley and
Vera de Lima announced that a Fund Raising
Banguet would be held Neovember 20th to
raise additional manies for the project.
Current pledged income covers 63% of the de
Lima's rent. Funds raised will be applied to
the deLima's rent and salary. Docley chal-
lenged the group to fill 28 tables and pray for
$21, 000 in gifts and pledges.

Betwean now and the end of the year
Marcelo and his family are scheduled to visit
every partnering church. These wisits will
enable the American churches to personally
meet the missionary pastor and his family.
The taur will alsa promate the new chureh.
Many churches plan to take up a special
offering for the project,

The Astoria Project is the first citywide evange-
listic effort undertaken by Christian Churchas
and Churches of Christ in New York City.






