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Acts 19 Success
in Djemdem

In the June Prayer Up-
date readers were urged to

pray for “Permission to
Preach the Gospel in
Djemdem, Guinea Bis-
sau.” “Bebe,” pastor of the
Cacheu Church of Christ,
cited the following results
of the campaign for
Luciano Rodrigues, Mis-
sionary to Guinea-Bissau:
« People came from
everywhere for
prayer
« There were many
testimonies of divine
healing and provi-
dence
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In One’s Own Language

Carl Bookout

It was the middle of the night in
the airport in Manaus, Brazil. Our
plane was late. Our suitcases were
slow in arriving. Customs had to be
cleared. The luggage needed to be
shipped through another terminal in
the airport. As we checked in the
signs were blinking that our plane
was loading. We started to panic
when the agent took our carryon lug-
gage and we could not understand
why. Nerves were beginning to be
frazzled. The situation left us very
insecure.

Naomi and I were halfway
through our journey to Brasilia where
we would begin language study. The
thought of spending three months in
Brazil was both exciting and a little
daunting. We had taken a few lan-
guage classes before we left Houston,
but this was our first time to be on
our own in a situation where the only
language spoken was Portuguese.

After going through security and
finding our departure gate, we dis-
covered that the plane had not even
arrived. An hour later, we heard an
announcement that we could not un-
derstand. Many of the passengers
waiting in the terminal began to
move, but the sign still said that this
was our gate. What should we do?
We could not communicate with any-
one. There were no airline represen-

tatives available. Finally, we decided
to follow the crowd to the other end
of the airport. Sure enough, our plane
was departing through a different
gate. We would find later that this is
common in Brazil!

The following Sunday we at-
tended our first worship service in
Brazil. We recognized some of the
songs and followed along with the
words of the screens. But when the
pastor gave the sermon or prayers
were offered, we couldn’t understand.
The people were gracious. Those
who knew some English were quick
to make the missionaries from North
America feel welcome; but those that
did not speak English were hesitant to
reach out to us.

These experiences and many
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L—R Neide & Anna de Sousa and Lidia
Silva promoted Hisportic evangelism serv-
ing a “Brazilian Style” breakfast for atten-

dees at the Virginia Christian Celebration,
Yorktown.






